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The Character of the Companions - I 



The Character of the Companions 



This course basically follows the book: The Authentic and Connected Regarding the Character 
of the Companions (As-sahih Al-Musnad min Fadha'il As-Sahaaba) by Abi Abdullah Mustafa 
ibn Al-Adawi. I have used only certain selections, taken liberties, omitted some things and 
added others. Basically, if it is good, give the author the credit and if it is less than that, I accept 
the blame. 

The course is being held in the Masjid of Squaw Valley Islamic Settlement (Dunlap, California) 
every Sunday morning at 11:00 am. Insha Allah, there will be new material here (and in the 
khutba summary section) every week, so bookmark us and return often! If you are able to 
attend, please refer to Announcing a new Jumu'ah in Dunlap for directions to our masjid. 
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The Best Generations 



All praise is surely due to Allah Most High. We praise Him, seek aid ONLY from Him, seek 
forgiveness ONLY from him and seek guidance from Him. We seek refuge in Allah from the 
evil within ourselves and the wicked among our deeds. Whoever Allah guides, none can lead 
astray and whoever Allah decrees to go astray, non can guide. I bear witness that there is no 
deity but Allah and I bear witness that Muhammad (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) is his slave 
and messenger. 

Allah has extolled the virtues of the Companions of the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) 
many places in the Qur'an. A Companion is defined as one who met the Prophet (sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam) in a state of belief and who died in that state. Allah said (after mentioning 
some of the hypocrites who stayed behind from Jihad): 

"Rather, the Prophet and those who believe with him fought with their property 
and their lives for these are all good things, they are the successful ones and 
Allah has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers flow therein forever 
and that is the great success." [At-Tauba: 88-89] 

Allah's praise of the Companions also extends to all those who follow their way. Allah said: 

"The forerunners those who came first among the Migrators and the Helpers and 
those who followed them with the best. Allah is pleased with them and they are 
pleased with Him and Allah has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers 
flow therein forever and that is the great success." [At-Tauba: 100] 

The best generations of all time are: the generation of the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) 
i.e., the Companions, those who followed them (at-taabi'een) and the ones who followed those 
(atbaa' at-taabi'een). They are our best example. When we doubt whether a certain practice or 
belief is a prohibited bid' a or a valid interpretation and a good practice in the din, we simply 
have to look at these generations. If it is in the area of worship and they did not practice it or 
anything similar to it, or they openly condemned it then we know with certainty that it is not 
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part if Islam and is the bid' a which Allah and His Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) have 
absolutely forbidden. 

The Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said: 

"The best of my nation is my generation then those who follow them and then 
those who follow them." [Sahih Bukhari] 

The word for "generation" is "qarn". Nowadays, this word is used to mean "century". There are 
three interpretations of the word in this hadith: 

• One hundred years. There are several hadith narrated in which the Prophet (sallallahu 
"alayhi wa sallam) said that someone will reach "qarn" and then other reports state that 
that person lived to 100 years. There are differences as to this last point, however. 

• The people of a particular time who were together in a certain affair - such as under a 
particular prophet or leader. 

• That the "qarn" of the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) is the Companions, the 
next one is the Followers (taabi'een) and the third one is their Followers. 

Notice that the last two are pretty similar. The third one is the best in terms of the meaning of 
this hadith. So the generation of the Companions lasted until the last of them passed away and 
likewise the two generations after them. 

"The scholars have agreed that the last of the those who followed those who followed lived to 
around 220 years. After that time, all sorts of innovations appeared and many of the deviant 
sects began. The Mu'tazilah spoke out loudly and widely and the philosophers raised their 
heads. The people of knowledge were tested by being forced to say that the Qur'an was 
created. In short, things changed very drastically and things have remained deficient ever 
since. The Prophet's (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) statement that "...and then lies become 
widespread..." was manifest very clearly and came to include statements, actions and beliefs. 
May Allah help us!" 

In another version of this hadith, the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) adds: 
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"...then, after you are a people who bear witness without being asked to do so 
they betray and are not trusted, they swear oaths and do not fulfill them and 
fatness will appear among them." 

The only protection for this Ummah is to stick to the way of the Companions and the first 
generations. 

Abi Burda reports from his father: 

"We prayed Maghrib with Allah's Messenger (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) then 
we said: Why not sit until we pray Isha with him (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam)? 
And so we sat and the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) came out to us and 
said: "Are you still here?" We said: "O Allah's Messenger we prayed Maghrig 
with you and we decided to sit here until we pray Isha with you." He (sallallahu 
"alayhi wa sallam) said: "You have done well." Then, he raised his head toward 
the heavens - and he used to do that frequently - and said: "The stars are the 
protection for the sky - when the stars have gone, that which has been 
forewarned will come to the sky. I am the protection for my Companions - when 
I have gone, that which has been forewarned will come to my companions. My 
Companions are the protection for this Ummah - when they have gone, that 
which has been forewarned will come to this Ummah." [Muslim] 
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The Virtues of Abu Bakr As-Siddique 



Abu Bakr As-Siddique was the closest of the Companions in relationship to the Prophet 
(sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam). From Sahih Al-Bukhari: Ibn Abbas reports: "The Prophet 
(sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) came out during his illness from which he died his head bound 
with a cloth. He sat on the minbar, thanked Allah, praised Him and said: "There is no one 
among the people who has been more generous to me with his life and his property than Abu 
Bakr ibn Abi Quhaafa and if I was to take a bosom friend, I would take Abu Bakr as my bosom 
friend. But, the friendship of Islam is better. Block off every door in this Masjid except the door 
of Abu Bakr." 

Being the closest Companion to the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam), Abu Bakr was also 
the most knowledgeable of them and the quickest to both believe and to understand teachings 
of the Prophet (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam), as we see in the following hadith: 

Abu Said Al-Khudhri reports: The Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) gave a 
khutba and said: "Allah gave a slave the choice between this world and that 
which is with Him and that slave chose that which is with Allah." Abu Bakr 
began to weep and we were surprised that he should cry like that just because 
the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) mentioned that Allah gave a slave a 
choice. As it turned out, the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) was the one 
who was givent the choice and Abu Bakr was the most knowledgeable among 
us. [Sahih Al-Bukhari] 

Shortly before his death, the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) gave us very important 
wasaaya or "parting advice" on a variety of subjects. Among them were the virtures of Abu 
Bakr. Also among them were various warnings about practices of shirk and bid' a which the 
nations have alway fallen into in periods if ignorance after the messenger has departed. One 
such practice was excess with regard to graves of prophets and righteous individuals. Turning 
graves into places of worship (or burying people in places of worship) is completely forbidden 
in Islam and has been one of the main gateways to shirk through the ages. 
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From Sahih Muslim, Jundub narrates: 

I heard the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) five days before his death 
saying: "I declare my innocence before Allah that I should have any bosom friend 
among you for Allah Most High has taken me as His friend just as He took 
Ibrahim as His friend. If I were to take any bosom friend from my nation I would 
take Abu Bakr. Listen! Those who came before you took the graves of their 
prophets and their righteous ones as places of worship. Listen! Do not take 
graves as places of worship. I forbid you that." 

How sad it is that so many of our Muslim brothers and sisters continue to live in disobedience 
and disrespect of this great wasiya (final advice) of the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam). 

From Sahih Al-Bukhari Amr ibn Al-Aas narrates: 

The Prophet (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam) sent me to the army during the battle 
of Dhat Al-Salaasil. When I returned to him (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam), I 
asked him (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam): Who is most beloved to you? He said: 
"Aisha." I said: What about among men? He said: "Her father." I said: And then 
who? He said: "Then Umar ibn Al-Khattab." And then he listed some other men. 

The Companions were well aware of who were the first few Companions in closeness to the 
Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) and the Rightly-Guided Khalifas were chosen on that 
basis. From Sahih Al-Bukhari, Ibn Umar reports: We used to discuss the best of the people 
during the time of the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) and we saw the best as Abu Bakr, 
then Umar, then Uthman ibn Affaan, may Allah be pleased with them all. 

Ali ibn Abi Talib (radhiallahu x anhu) was also very much aware of this and bore witness to it 
as we see in this narration from his son which is found in Sahih Al-Bukhari also: 

I said to my father: "Who is the best of the people after Allah's Messenger 
(sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam)?" He said: "Abu Bakr". I said: "And then who?" He 
said: "And then Umar ibn Al-Khattab." I was afraid that he would say Uthman 
next, so I said: "And then you?" To which he answered: "I am nothing but a man 
among the Muslims." 
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Also, from Sahih Al-Bukhari: 

Once, there was a problem between Abu Bakr and Umar. Eventually, Umar came 
to the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) and said: "O Allah's Messenger, I 
was wrong." He repeated it twice. Then, the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam) said: "Allah sent me to you and you said: 'You lie', but Abu Bakr said: 'He 
speaks the truth.' And he supported me with his life and his property so could 
you please leave for me my companion?" He said it twice. Abu Bakr was never 
mistreated after that. 

Abu Bakr was the quickest of the Companions to rush to any good deed. From Abu Daud 
(with an authenticity of "hassan"): 

Umar ibn Al-Khattab said: The Prophet (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam) ordered us 
to give sadaqa. It happened to coincide with some wealth I had just acquired and 
I said to myself: "If I will every surpass Abu Bakr, this is the day I will surpass 
him." And so I came to the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) with half of my 
wealth and he (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam) said to me: "What have you left for 
your family?" I said: "The same amount." Then Abu Bakr came with all of his 
wealth. The Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said to him: "What have you 
left for your family?" He said: "I have left them Allah and His Messenger." I said: 
"I will never surpass you in anything." 

The Prophet's (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) Witness for Abu Bakr 

In addition to telling us that Abu Bakr was the closest person in this world to himself, the 
Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) bore witness to many of the virtues of Abu Bakr and 
informed us and him that he is among the people of Paradise. How then can those who 
condemn this great Companion and accuse him of "stealing" the Caliphate etc., etc. ever face 
Allah with their lies? 
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From Sahih Al-Bukhari: 

Anas ibn Malik narrates: The Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) was on 
Mound Uhud with Abu Bakr, Umar and Uthman when the mountain trembled. 
He (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) said: "Stay still, Uhud for upon you are a 
Prophet, a siddique and two martyrs." As-Siddique, which was a title given to 
Abu Bakr by the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) means the greatest in 
belief or the quickest to believe. 

Abu Bakr was always there for the Prophet (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam) and was the quickest 
to come to his defense and to affirm and believe everything which came from the Prophet 
(sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam). Also from Sahih Al-Bukhari: 

Urwa ibn Az-Zubair said: I asked Amr ibn Al-Aas: "What was the most severe 
thing the mushrikeeni ever did to Allah's Messenger?" He answered: "Once, 
when the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) was praying in the court of the 
Kaaba, Uqba ibn Abi Mu'eet came put a piece of cloth around his neck and began 
choking him severely. Abu Bakr came along grabbed his shoulders and pushed 
him away from the Prophet (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam) saying: 'Do you kill a 
man just for saying my Lord is Allah?" 1 

Abu Ya'la narrates (with an authenticity of hassan) that Anas ibn Malik said: 

They beat the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) one day until he lost 
consciousness. Abu Bakr stood and began calling out: "Woe to you! Do you kill a 
man just for saying my Lord is Allah?" The people asked one another: "Who is 
this?" And they said: "That is Ibn Abi Quhaafa the madman." 

From Sahih Al-Bukhari: 

Abu Huraira narrates that the Prophet (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam) said: 
"...Whoever is among the people of prayer will be called (to paradise) from the 
door of prayer. Whoever is among the people of jihad will be called from the 
door of jihad. Whoever is among the people of sadaqa will be called from the 
door of sadaqa. Whoever is among the people of fasting is called from the door 
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of fasting and the door of Ar-Rayaan." Abu Bakr said "...Is anyone called from all 
of those doors, O Messenger of Allah?" He (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said: 
"Yes, and I hope that you will be among them, Abu Bakr." 

From Sahih Muslim: 

Abu Huraira narrates that the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said: "Who 
began this day fasting?" Abu Bakr said: "I did." The Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi 
wa sallam) said: "Who participated in a funeral procession today?" Abu Bakr 
said: "I did." The Prophet (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam) said: "Who fed a needy 
person today?" Abu Bakr said: "I did." The Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) 
said: "Who visited a sick person today?" Abu Bakr said: "I did." Then, the Prophet 
(sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) said: "These things cannot all meet in a single 
person but that they will enter Paradise." 

In a lengthy hadith in Sahih Al-Bukhari, Abu Musa Al-Ash'ariy describes how he set out to 
accompany Allah's Messenger (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) one day wherever he went. He 
followed him to a well called Bi'r Arees which had a structure and a palm-leaf door. He found 
the Prophet (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam) sitting on the middle of the edge of the well with his 
clothing up to his knees and dangling his legs in the well. He said to himself that he would be 
the doorman for Allah's Messenger (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam). After a while, Abu Bakr 
came. He told him to wait and asked the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) permission. 
The Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said: "Permit him to enter and give him good 
tidings of Paradise." Abu Bakr came in and sat on the right of the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi 
wa sallam) and dangled his legs inside as the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) was doing. 
Next, Umar came. Abu Musa likewise asked him to wait at the door and took permission from 
the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam), who said: "Permit him to enter and give him good 
tidings of Paradise." He entered, sat on the left of the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) 
and dangled his legs in the well like the other two. After that, Uthman came and Abu Musa 
likewise stopped him and asked the Prophet's permission. The Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa 
sallam) said: "Permit him to enter and give him good tidings of Paradise along with some trials 
which will afflict him." Uthman entered, but found the edge of the well filled and so he sat on 
the other side of the well. 
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The Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) informed us that Abu Bakr was not a person of 
pride. From Sahih Al-Bukhari Ibn Umar narrates that the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa 
sallam) said: 

"Whoever drags his clothing on the ground in pride will not be looked at by 
Allah on Qiyama." Abu Bakr said: "One side of my garment always drags on the 
ground unless I constantly tend to it." The Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) 
said to him: "You do not do that out of pride." 

Abu Bakr was one of those mentioned in the Qur'an who "responded to Allah and His 
Messenger after being injured". From Sahih Al-Bukhari: 

Aisha reports regarding Allah's statement "those who responded to Allah and 
His Messenger after they had been afflicted with injury - to those who did good 
and feared Allah among them is a great reward." [Aal Imraan: 172] She said: "... 
Az-Zubair and Abu Bakr - after the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) was 
injured at Uhud and the mushrikeen backed off, but it was feared they would 
return - the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said: "Who will go after 
them?" Seven men responded to that and among them were Abu Bakr and Az- 
Zubair." 

The great angels of Allah participate in fighting with Abu Bakr and Ali. From Ahmad (with an 
authenticity of sahih): 

The Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) said to Abu Bakr and Ali: "With one of 
you is Jibreel and with the other is Mikail and Israfil and another great angel 
who participates in battle." 

When the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) was in his final sickness and could not attend 
the prayer he said: "Order Abu Bakr to lead the prayer." Aisha said: "I said to Hafsa: 'Go and 
say to him that when Abu Bakr leads the prayer people cannot hear his recitation because of 
his weeping so ask Umar to lead the prayer.'" When Hafsa said this to the Prophet (sallallahu 
v alayhi wa sallam), he said: "Be quiet. You are surely the women of Yusuf. Order Abu Bakr to 
lead the prayer." Hafsa went back to Aisha and said: "I never got any good from you!" 
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And so Abu Bakr led the prayer during the life of the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam). 

Once, when the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) was very ill, he (sallallahu v alayhi wa 
sallam) said: "Get another to lead the prayer." The people found Umar ibn Khattab and Abu 
Bakr was not yet there and they told him to lead the prayer. When the Prophet (sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam) heard Umar's voice leading the prayer, he said: "And where is Abu Bakr? 
Allah and the Muslims reject this. Allah and the Muslims reject this." The Prophet (sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam) then sent for Abu Bakr and he led the people in prayer after Umar had 
already led them in that same prayer. This is from Abu Daud with an authenticity of "hassan". 

Ibn Abbas said (with a sahih chain of narration): "For me to step forward and have my head 
cut off is dearer to me than for me to be in the front of a group which contains Abu Bakr." 

The Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) made no "official" appointment of a successor, but 
left plenty of signs that Abu Bakr was to succeed him as his Khalifa. From Sahih Bukhari: 

A woman came to the Prophet (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam) and he ordered her 
to come back later. Whe said: What if I come don't find you? (indicating his 
death). He (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) said: "If you don't find me, then go to 
Abu Bakr." 

Also from Sahih Al-Bukhari: 

Aisha reports that the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) said to her: "...I want 
to send for Abu Bakr and his son and make an official appointment lest any 
speaker speak or any desirous one desire." Aisha said to the Prophet (sallallahu 
v alayhi wa sallam): Allah refuses and the believers will repel it. Or, she said: 
Allah refuses and the believers refuse it. 

From Sahih Muslim Aisha narrates 

Allah's Messenger said to me in his final illness: "Call Abu Bakr and his brother 
so I can write an official document for I fear that some desirous one may follow 
his desires and say: I am more appropriate. And Allah and the believers reject all 
but Abu Bakr." 
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Virtues of Umar ibn Al-Khattab 



Awareness of the Companions of Umar's Position Among Them 

As mentioned earlier, it was generally known among the Companions that the first among 
them was Abu Bakr followed by Umar followed by Uthman ibn Affaan. Ibn Umar reports in a 
sahih hadith: "During the time of the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam), we never equated 
anyone with Abu Bakr then Umar then Uthman. We left the remainder of the Companions of 
the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) and never made comparisons between them." (Abu 
Daud - sahih) 



Great Respect of the Prophet for Umar 

In Sahih Al-Bukhari, the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said: 

"While I was sleeping I saw myself in paradise. Then there was a woman making 
wudhuu by the side of a palace. I said: Whose is this palace?'. They said: 'It is 
Umar's.' I remembered the jealousy of Umar and I turned to leave. Then, Umar 
cried and said: 'Could I be jealous over you, Messenger of Allah?!'" 

The Iman of Umar 

The Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) taught us that to a true believer Allah and His 
Messenger (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) are more beloved than all else, including ones on 
self /life. In Sahih Al-Bukhari, Abdullah ibn Hisham reports: 

"We were with the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) and he took the hand of 
Umar ibn Al-Khattab. Umar said to the Prophet (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam): 'O 
Allah's Messenger, you are dearer to me than all else except for myself.' The 
Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said to him: 'No, by the One in whose 
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hand my soul is not until I am dearer to you than even your self.' Umar said: 
'Now, by Allah, you are dearer to me than my own self.' The Prophet (sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam) said: 'Now, O Umar.'" 

Umar's Deen 

In Sahih Al-Bukhari, the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) bore witness to the superiority 
of Umar ibn Al-Khattab in his deen, saying: 

"While I was sleeping, I saw the people being presented to me. Each of them was 
wearing a shirt. Some reached to their breast and some reached farther than that. 
Then Umar was shown to me with his shirt reaching all the way to the ground." 
They asked: 'How do you interpret it, Allah's Messenger?' He said: Ad-deen 
(practice)'" 

Umar's Knowledge 

Umar was among the very few most knowledgeable of the Companions coming only after Abu 
Bakr. He took his knowledge straight from Allah's Messenger (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam), 
who bore witness to Umar's position and his knowledge. Those who accuse Umar and others 
of betraying Islam, "stealing" the Caliphate, etc. should fear Allah in giving the lie to the clear 
testimony of Allah's Messenger (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) himself. 

From Sahih Al-Bukhari, the Prophet (sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam) said: 

'While sleeping, I drank - meaning milk - until I saw springs coming from my 
fingernails. Then, I gave Umar some to drink.' They said: 'How do you interpret 
it, Allah's Messenger?' He said: 'Knowledge.' 
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Umar's Power and Personal Strength 

Umar was a person of great individual strength and fortitude. He was one of the two 'Umars' 
which the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) asked Allah to bless Islam with before he had 
become Muslim. 

In Sahih Al-Bukhari, the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said: 

"While sleeping, I saw myself at a well on which there was a water bucket. I took 
from the well the amount which Allah wished. Then, Abu Bakr took the bucket 
and took out a bucket or two and in his drawing of water was weakness - and 
Allah forgive him his weakness. Then it (the bucket) was transformed into a 
huge barrel. Umar took this barrel and began drawing water. I never saw any 
leader among the people who could pull the water like Umar ibn Al-Khattab 
until the people sent their camels to their pens." 

The meaning of "sent their camels to their pens" is that that the people got all the water they 
needed for themselves and for all of their animals until their camels were fully loaded with 
water. 



Umar's Inspirations 

From Sahih Al-Bukhari, the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) said: 

"There were among those who came before you individuals spoken to. If anyone 
among my nation is one of these, it is surely Umar." 

Those "spoken to" means individuals who, while not prophets, receive inspirations which 
match or foretell the actual Communication from Allah received by the prophet of their time. 
These people do not have the status of the prophets, and their ideas or inspirations are of no 
use or validity until confirmed by the actua Communication. In the absence of a prophet, this 
is one of the greatest gifts which an imam or scholar of fiqh can possess. The texts and other 
scholars can define the perimeter within which the truth must lie, but a great individual such 
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as Umar has the added advantage of their gift of "instinct" or inspiration which leads them in 
the right direction. 

Any claim of inspiration, dreams, etc. which is at odds with the evidence, whether during the 
time of a prophet or not, is falsehood and is from Shaitaan regardless of the apparent 
knowledge, station or good works of the individual involved. 

In a different version of the above hadith found in Muslim, the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam) said: 

"There were among those who came before you among the Jews men who were 
spoken to without being prophets. If there are any such among my nation, it is 
Umar." 

From At-Tirmidhi, the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) said: "Allah has placed the truth 
on the tongue of Umar and on his heart." 
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Virtues of Uthman ibn Aff an 



Two Predictions 

The Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) informed Uthman (and us) of two things regarding 
his future: 

1. That he would enter Paradise 

2. That he would be tested with a major calamity. 

Sahih Al-Bukhari - Volume 8, Book 73, Number 235: 
Narrated Abu Musa: 

That he was in the company of the Prophet in one of the gardens of Medina and 
in the hand of the Prophet there was a stick, and he was striking (slowly) the 
water and the mud with it. A man came (at the gate of the garden) and asked 
permission to enter. The Prophet said, "Open the gate for him and give him the 
glad tidings of entering Paradise. "I went, and behold! It was Abu Bakr. So I 
opened the gate for him and informed him of the glad tidings of entering 
Paradise. Then another man came and asked permission to enter. The Prophet 
said, "Open the gate for him and give him the glad tidings of entering Paradise." 
Behold! It was 'Umar. So I opened the gate for him and gave him the glad tidings 
of entering Paradise. Then another man came and asked permission to enter. 

The Prophet was sitting in a leaning posture, so he sat up and said, "Open the 
gate for him and give him the glad tidings of entering Paradise with a calamity 
which will befall him or which will take place." I went, and behold ! It was 
Uthman. So I opened the gate for him and gave him the glad tidings of entering 
Paradise and also informed him of what the Prophet had said (about a calamity). 
Uthman said, "Allah Alone Whose Help I seek (against that calamity). 
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His Modesty 

Uthman was a man of great modesty. The Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said that even 
the angels are shy in the presence of Uthman. From Sahih Muslim: 

Aisha reports: The Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) was lying down in his 
house with his thighs or his calves exposed. Abu Bakr asked permission to enter 
and was permitted while the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) was in that 
position and he came in and spoke with him (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam). Then, 
Umar asked permission to enter. He was granted permission and came in and 
spoke with him (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) while in that position. Then, 
Uthman asked permission and the Prophet (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) sat up 
and straightened his clothing. He was then permitted and came in and spoke 
with the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam). After he had gone, Aisha said: 
Abu Bakr entered and you did not get up for him or worry about him and Umar 
came in and you did not get up for him nor worry about him but when Uthman 
came in, you straigtened out your clothing! The Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam) said: "Should I not be shy of a man around whom the angels are shy?" 

His Virtue 

Uthman was a man of honest and respectful ways even before he entered Islam. 
Sahih Al-Bukhari - Book 39, Number 4487: 
Narrated Uthman ibn Affan: 

Abu Umamah ibn Sahl said: We were with Uthman when he was besieged in the 
house. There was an entrance to the house. He who entered it heard the speech 
of those who were in the Bilat. Uthman then entered it. He came out to us, 
looking pale. 
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He said: They are threatening to kill me now. We said: Allah will be sufficient for 
you against them, Commander of the Faithful! He asked: Why kill me? I heard 
the Apostle of Allah (sallallahu v alayhi wa sallam) say: It is not lawful to kill a 
man who is a Muslim except for one of the three reasons: Kufr (disbelief) after 
accepting Islam, fornication after marriage, or wrongfully killing someone, for 
which he may be killed. 

I swear by Allah, I have not committed fornication before or after the coming of 
Islam, nor did I ever want another religion for me instead of my religion since 
Allah gave guidance to me, nor have I killed anyone. So for what reason do you 
want to kill me? 



The Agreement to Give Him Bai'a after Umar 

Umar did not appoint a successor though he was alive for some time after being stabbed 
knowing that he was dying. Rather, he appointed a committee of six individuals who he 
ordered to pick a Khalifa from among themselves - with the exception of his son Abdullah ibn 
Umar who was on the committee to participate in the process, but Umar did not allow that he 
could be the one chosen. Umar chose these six people based on his knowledge that the Prophet 
(sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) had left this world pleased with every single one of them. 

This was the best way for the successor to be chosen. For Umar to merely appoint a successor 
as was requested of him would have established a wrong tradition and could have let to 
dissent and controversy. To leave it to the common people ("democratic election") would be 
tantamount to leaving it to chance. Rather, Umar put the issue into the most capable and 
knowledgeable Companions of the Prophet (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) and left it for them 
to choose one among themselves. Since these six all knew from the Prophet's (sallallahu 'alayhi 
wa sallam) teachings the requirement to consult the Muslims in their affairs, they did this, but 
ultimately, it was within this committee of six that the decision was made as you can see in the 
following sahih hadith: 

Sahih Al-Bukhari - Volume 5, Book 57, Number 50: 
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Narrated 'Amr bin Maimun: 

I saw 'Umar bin Al-Khattab a few days before he was stabbed in Medina. He was 
standing with Hudhaifa bin Al-Yaman and 'Uthman bin Hunaif to whom he 
said, "What have you done? Do you think that you have imposed more taxation 
on the land (of As-Swad i.e. 'Iraq) than it can bear?" They replied, "We have 
imposed on it what it can bear because of its great yield." 'Umar again said, 
"Check whether you have imposed on the land what it can not bear." They said, 
"No, (we haven't)." 'Umar added, "If Allah should keep me alive I will let the 
widows of Iraq need no men to support them after me." But only four days had 
elapsed when he was stabbed (to death ). The day he was stabbed, I was standing 
and there was nobody between me and him (i.e. Umar) except Abdullah bin 
Abbas. Whenever Umar passed between the two rows, he would say, "Stand in 
straight lines." 

When he saw no defect (in the rows), he would go forward and start the prayer 
with Takbir. He would recite Surat Yusuf or An-Nahl or the like in the first Rak'a 
so that the people may have the time to Join the prayer. As soon as he said 
Takbir, I heard him saying, "The dog has killed or eaten me," at the time he (i.e. 
the murderer) stabbed him. A non-Arab infidel proceeded on carrying a double- 
edged knife and stabbing all the persons he passed by on the right and left (till) 
he stabbed thirteen persons out of whom seven died. When one of the Muslims 
saw that, he threw a cloak on him. Realizing that he had been captured, the non- 
Arab infidel killed himself, Umar held the hand of Abdur-Rahman bin Auf and 
let him lead the prayer. 

Those who were standing by the side of Umar saw what I saw, but the people 
who were in the other parts of the Mosque did not see anything, but they lost the 
voice of Umar and they were saying, "Subhan Allah! Subhan Allah! (i.e. 
Glorified be Allah)." Abdur-Rahman bin Auf led the people a short prayer. When 
they finished the prayer, Umar said, "O Ibn Abbas! Find out who attacked me." 
Ibn Abbas kept on looking here and there for a short time and came to say. "The 
slave of Al Mughira." On that Umar said, "The craftsman?" Ibn Abbas said, 
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"Yes." 'Umar said, "May Allah curse him. I did not treat him unjustly. All the 
Praises are for Allah Who has not caused me to die at the hand of a man who 
claims himself to be a Muslim. No doubt, you and your father (Abbas) used to 
love to have more non-Arab infidels in Medina." Al- Abbas had the greatest 
number of slaves. Ibn Abbas said to 'Umar. "If you wish, we will do." He meant, 
"If you wish we will kill them." 'Umar said, "You are mistaken (for you can't kill 
them) after they have spoken your language, prayed towards your Qibla, and 
performed Hajj like yours." 

Then Umar was carried to his house, and we went along with him, and the 
people were as if they had never suffered a calamity before. Some said, "Do not 
worry (he will be Alright soon)." Some said, "We are afraid (that he will die)." 
Then an infusion of dates was brought to him and he drank it but it came out (of 
the wound) of his belly. Then milk was brought to him and he drank it, and it 
also came out of his belly. The people realized that he would die. We went to 
him, and the people came, praising him. A young man came saying, "O chief of 
the believers! Receive the glad tidings from Allah to you due to your company 
with Allah's Apostle and your superiority in Islam which you know. Then you 
became the ruler (i.e. Caliph) and you ruled with justice and finally you have 
been martyred." Umar said, "I wish that all these privileges will counterbalance 
(my shortcomings) so that I will neither lose nor gain anything." 

When the young man turned back to leave, his clothes seemed to be touching the 
ground. Umar said, "Call the young man back to me." (When he came back) 
Umar said, "O son of my brother! Lift your clothes, for this will keep your 
clothes clean and save you from the Punishment of your Lord." Umar further 
said, "O Abdullah bin Umar! See how much I am in debt to others." When the 
debt was checked, it amounted to approximately eighty-six thousand. Umar 
said, "If the property of Umar's family covers the debt, then pay the debt thereof; 
otherwise request it from Bani Adi bin Ka'b, and if that too is not sufficient, ask 
for it from Quraish tribe, and do not ask for it from any one else, and pay this 
debt on my behalf." 
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'Umar then said (to 'Abdullah), "Go to 'Aisha (the mother of the believers) and 
say: "Umar is paying his salutation to you. But don't say: 'The chief of the 
believers,' because today I am not the chief of the believers. And say: "Umar bin 
Al-Khattab asks the permission to be buried with his two companions (i.e. the 
Prophet, and Abu Bakr)." Abdullah greeted Aisha and asked for the permission 
for entering, and then entered to her and found her sitting and weeping. He said 
to her, "Umar bin Al-Khattab is paying his salutations to you, and asks the 
permission to be buried with his two companions." She said, "I had the idea of 
having this place for myself, but today I prefer Umar to myself." When he 
returned it was said (to Umar), "Abdullah bin Umar has come." Umar said, 
"Make me sit up." Somebody supported him against his body and Umar asked 
(Abdullah), "What news do you have?" He said, "O chief of the believers! It is as 
you wish. She has given the permission." Umar said, "Praise be to Allah, there 
was nothing more important to me than this. So when I die, take me, and greet 
Aisha and say: "Umar bin Al-Khattab asks the permission (to be buried with the 
Prophet ), and if she gives the permission, bury me there, and if she refuses, then 
take me to the grave-yard of the Muslims." 

Then Hafsa (the mother of the believers) came with many other women walking 
with her. When we saw her, we went away. She went in (to Umar) and wept 
there for sometime. When the men asked for permission to enter, she went into 
another place, and we heard her weeping inside. The people said (to Umar), "O 
chief of the believers! Appoint a successor." Umar said, "I do not find anyone 
more suitable for the job than the following persons or group whom Allah's 
Apostle had been pleased with before he died." Then Umar mentioned Ali, 
Uthman, AzZubair, Talha, Sad and Abdur-Rahman (bin Auf) and said, 
"Abdullah bin Umar will be a witness to you, but he will have no share in the 
rule. His being a witness will compensate him for not sharing the right of ruling. 
If Sad becomes the ruler, it will be alright: otherwise, whoever becomes the ruler 
should seek his help, as I have not dismissed him because of disability or 
dishonesty." Umar added, "I recommend that my successor takes care of the 
early emigrants; to know their rights and protect their honor and sacred things. 



Compiled by Salim Abdallah ibn Morgan 



Visit AIHidaayah.Net for More Books! 



The Character of the Companions - 23 



I also recommend that he be kind to the Ansar who had lived in Medina before 
the emigrants and Belief had entered their hearts before them. I recommend that 
the (ruler) should accept the good of the righteous among them and excuse their 
wrong-doers, and I recommend that he should do good to all the people of the 
towns (Al-Ansar), as they are the protectors of Islam and the source of wealth 
and the source of annoyance to the enemy. I also recommend that nothing be 
taken from them except from their surplus with their consent. I also recommend 
that he do good to the Arab bedouin, as they are the origin of the Arabs and the 
material of Islam. He should take from what is inferior, amongst their properties 
and distribute that to the poor amongst them. I also recommend him concerning 
Allah's and His Apostle's protectees (i.e. Dhimmis) to fulfill their contracts and to 
fight for them and not to overburden them with what is beyond their ability." So 
when 'Umar expired, we carried him out and set out walking. Abdullah bin 
'Umar greeted (Aisha) and said, '"Umar bin Al-Khattab asks for the permission." 
Aisha said, "Bring him in." He was brought in and buried beside his two 
companions. 

When he was buried, the group (recommended by 'Umar) held a meeting. Then 
Abdur-Rahman said, "Reduce the candidates for rulership to three of you." Az- 
Zubair said, "I give up my right to Ali." Talha said, "I give up my right to 
Uthman," Sad, 'I give up my right to Abdur-Rahman bin Auf." Abdur-Rahman 
then said (to Uthman and Ali), "Now which of you is willing to give up his right 
of candidacy to that he may choose the better of the (remaining) two, bearing in 
mind that Allah and Islam will be his witnesses." So both the sheiks (i.e. Uthman 
and Ali) kept silent. Abdur-Rahman said, "Will you both leave this matter to 
me, and I take Allah as my Witness that I will not choose but the better of you?" 
They said, "Yes." So Abdur-Rahman took the hand of one of them (i.e. Ali) and 
said, "You are related to Allah's Apostle and one of the earliest Muslims as you 
know well. So I ask you by Allah to promise that if I select you as a ruler you will 
do justice, and if I select Uthman as a ruler you will listen to him and obey him." 
Then he took the other (i.e. Uthman) aside and said the same to him. When 
Abdur-Rahman secured (their agreement to) this covenant, he said, "O Uthman! 
Raise your hand." So he (i.e. Abdur-Rahman) gave him (i.e. Uthman) the solemn 
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pledge, and then 'Ali gave him the pledge of allegiance and then all the (Medina) 
people gave him the pledge of allegiance. 



Refutation of Some of the Lies Perpetrated Against Him 

Then, as now, the lesser people among the Muslims had a habit of spreading and digging into 
anything negative about the greater among the Muslims. In the following hadith, we see 
examples of some of the negative rumors circulating among the ignorant regarding Uthman 
and how they were cleared up by one of the greater Muslims - Abdullah ibn Umar. 

Volume 5, Book 57, Number 48: 

Narrated 'Uthman: 

(the son of Muhib) An Egyptian who came and performed the Hajj to the Kaba 
saw some people sitting. He enquire, "Who are these people?" Somebody said, 
"They are the tribe of Quraish." He said, "Who is the Shaikh among them?" The 
people replied, "He is Abdullah bin 'Umar." He said, "O Ibn Umar! I want to ask 
you about something; please tell me about it. Do you know that Uthman fled 
away on the day (of the battle) of Uhud?" Ibn Umar said, "Yes." The (Egyptian) 
man said, "Do you know that Uthman was absent on the day (of the battle) of 
Badr and did not join it?" Ibn Umar said, "Yes." The man said, "Do you know 
that he failed to attend the Ar Ridwan pledge and did not witness it (i.e. 
Hudaibiya pledge of allegiance)?" Ibn Umar said, "Yes." The man said, "Allahu 
Akbar!" Ibn Umar said, "Come, let me explain to you. As for his flight on the day 
of Uhud, I testify that Allah has excused him and forgiven him; and as for his 
absence from the battle of Badr, it was due to the fact that the daughter of Allah's 
Apostle was his wife and she was sick then. Allah's Apostle said to him, "You 
will receive the same reward and share (of the booty) as anyone of those who 
participated in the battle of Badr.' As for his absence from the Ar-Ridwan pledge 
of allegiance, had there been any person in Mecca more respectable than 
Uthman (to be sent as a representative). Allah's Apostle would have sent him 
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instead of him. No doubt, Allah's Apostle had sent him, and the incident of the 
Ar-Ridwan pledge of Allegiance happened after 'Uthman had gone to Mecca. 
Allah's Apostle held out his right hand saying, 'This is 'Uthman's hand.' He 
struck his (other) hand with it saying, 'This (pledge of allegiance) is on the behalf 
of 'Uthman.' Then Ibn 'Umar said to the man, 'Go now with this with you.' 
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